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by an independent and Qualified Audi-
tor identified in the notice, and shall 
be binding on all Copyright Owners. 

(d) Acquisition and retention of record. 
The Collective shall use commercially 
reasonable efforts to obtain or to pro-
vide access to any relevant books and 
records maintained by third parties for 
the purpose of the audit. The Copyright 
Owner requesting the verification pro-
cedure shall retain the report of the 
verification for a period of not less 
than 3 years. 

(e) Acceptable verification procedure. 
An audit, including underlying paper-
work, which was performed in the ordi-
nary course of business according to 
generally accepted auditing standards 
by an independent and Qualified Audi-
tor, shall serve as an acceptable 
verification procedure for all parties 
with respect to the information that is 
within the scope of the audit. 

(f) Consultation. Before rendering a 
written report to a Copyright Owner, 
except where the auditor has a reason-
able basis to suspect fraud and disclo-
sure would, in the reasonable opinion 
of the auditor, prejudice the investiga-
tion of such suspected fraud, the audi-
tor shall review the tentative written 
findings of the audit with the appro-
priate agent or employee of the Collec-
tive in order to remedy any factual er-
rors and clarify any issues relating to 
the audit; Provided that the appro-
priate agent or employee of the Collec-
tive reasonably cooperates with the 
auditor to remedy promptly any fac-
tual errors or clarify any issues raised 
by the audit. 

(g) Costs of the verification procedure. 
The Copyright Owner requesting the 
verification procedure shall pay the 
cost of the procedure, unless it is fi-
nally determined that there was an un-
derpayment of 10% or more, in which 
case the Collective shall, in addition to 
paying the amount of any under-
payment, bear the reasonable costs of 
the verification procedure. 

[73 FR 16199, Mar. 27, 2008, as amended at 78 
FR 66278, Nov. 5, 2013] 

§ 384.8 Unclaimed funds. 
If the Collective is unable to identify 

or locate a Copyright Owner who is en-
titled to receive a royalty distribution 
under this part, the Collective shall re-

tain the required payment in a seg-
regated trust account for a period of 3 
years from the date of distribution. No 
claim to such distribution shall be 
valid after the expiration of the 3-year 
period. After expiration of this period, 
the Collective may apply the un-
claimed funds to offset any costs de-
ductible under 17 U.S.C. 114(g)(3). The 
foregoing shall apply notwithstanding 
the common law or statutes of any 
State. 

[78 FR 66278, Nov. 5, 2013] 
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